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We love our sponsors!
The New Zealand Book Awards for Children 

and Young Adults would not be possible 
without the fantastic support of our whānau 

of awards funders: Creative New Zealand,  
HELL Pizza, Wright Family Foundation,  

LIANZA, Wellington City Council,  
Nielsen Book, and our 2021 venue partner 

Tiakiwai Conference Centre at the  
National Library in Wellington.

LOOK OUT FOR DETAILS OF OUR VIRTUAL BOOKS 
ALIVE AUTHOR EVENTS, COORDINATED BY LIANZA, 

VIA YOUR LOCAL PUBLIC OR SCHOOL LIBRARY!  
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THESE EVENTS AND 

ABOUT ALL THE FINALIST BOOKS, VISIT
WWW.NZBOOKAWARDS.NZ

AND FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK.COM/NEWZEALANDCYABOOKAWARDS

INSTAGRAM.COM/NZCYA_AWARDS
TWITTER.COM/NZCYA

#NZCYA #BOOKSALIVE #READNZ



HAVE FUN WITH OUR 2021 
#NZCYA FINALISTS!
Kia ora tamariki mā! The finalists in the 2021 New 
Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young Adults 
have been announced. These are the very best books 
published for young readers this past year and we know 
you will be as excited about them as the judges who 
selected them. 

We’ve created this book of fun activities to help you 
discover more about some of the finalist books, and to 
learn some cool, new things along the way! You can do 
the activities by yourself or with a friend or classmate, 
and even make up your own activities for some of the 
other books.

HELL Pizza is celebrating these awesome books too. If 
you love pizza and great books, just like us, then collect 
a pizza wheel to start reading your way to FREE pizza. 
Check out the HELL Reading Challenge page on the 
back cover of this booklet, or ask your local public or 
school library how you can get involved.

Find out what is happening at your local library over the 
school holidays, and have fun reading!

Ngā mihi mahana to the team from the National Library 
of New Zealand Services to Schools who created the 
great activities in this book. We are also really excited to 
be holding a full day’s programme of Books Alive author 
events at the National Library in Wellington on the day 
of the awards ceremony, 11 August. See you there!



PICTURE BOOK 
AWARD

MINDFULNESS, MYSTERIES, KAITIAKITANGA, LOVE AND LOSS, AND ANZAC MEMORIES



Is there a memorial statue like the one in 
This is Where I Stand near where you live? 
Or can you design a statue to represent an heroic person or animal you know about?

Hound the Detective  
        follows a trail  
           of clues.

Design a treasure hunt 
of your own, then ask 
your friends, whānau 
or classmates to find 
the surprise at the end.
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Draw a 
picture of 
either statue 
and tell its 
story.

start

X

© Kimber
ly 

An
dr

ew
s



The Hug Blanket 
holds many  
special memories. 

If you can knit or crochet, you could  
make some squares to stitch together.

For a patchwork quilt, recycle 
fabric from favourite clothes you 
no longer wear.

Use gift wrap after a celebration to  
make a paper quilt.



The Hug Blanket 
holds many  
special memories. 

On the squares below, colour in the patterns and design some of your own.
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JUNIOR FICTION
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 

ESTHER GLEN AWARD

SEA-FARING ADVENTURE, WARRING GODS, ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME, GRAPHIC SECRETS, AND 
TWIN QUESTS



In Red Edge, Cassi and Quinn 
discover how serious wildlife 
smuggling is in New Zealand.

We read about 
Māori gods in 
action in Charlie 
Tangaroa and 
the Creature 
from the Sea. 

Compare Māori gods with 
those from other cultures. 
Create a poster showing 
how each god looks after 
you or the environment.

• What is our most commonly 
smuggled creature? 

• Explore the variety of methods 
used by poachers to steal and 

conceal them. 

Devise a plan to prevent  this crime. 

or
Write a newspaper report about a smuggling operation.



               Name eight reasons why a spy could be like a Katipō spider.

YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION AWARD

GIRL MEETS SELF, MYTHOLOGICAL COLLISIONS, SPYCRAFT, OPPRESSION RESISTED, AND A REAL VOICE



                 Name eight reasons why a spy could be like a Katipō spider.
In the Pōrangi 

Boy, the 
community is 
divided over a 

prison being 
built on their 

land. 

In  
Katipo  
Joe: 
Spycraft, 
Joe’s spy 
name is 
Katipo. 

8. 1.

2.

3.

4.5.

6.

7.

Write a letter to the newspaper or to your local MP advocating 
for your point of view or create a flyer to publicise the cause.

Is there a local 

issue that you feel 

strongly about?



NON-FICTION
ELSIE LOCKE AWARD

SPLATTER BATTER, A ROYAL POEM, CONFRONTING DISASTER, CHANGING SEASONS, AND 
LOADS O’ LAUGHS



Plan an emergency 
kit to prepare your 

whānau or class for 
any New Zealand 

Disasters 

Baked potatoes are easy to cook — 
just scrub a big potato per person, 
cut in half and bake for an hour 

@ 180°, until soft all the way 
through. When it’s cooled down, 

scoop out the insides and mix with 
your favourite fillings, refill the 
shells and pop them back in the 

oven for 20-25 more minutes.

In Egg & Spoon: An Illustrated 
Cookbook there’s a recipe for a 
Bacon and Egg Stuffed Potato.

What tasty and colourful 
fillings would you use? 

1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

What are the top ten items you will need to keep safe?

If you could include one magical 
item what would it be? Perhaps  
a jar of cookies that never runs 
out, or wings that allow you to  

fly to safety… 

draw or describe your magical item. 

Hot stuff,  get an adult to help



SEEKING PEACE, THE INFINITE UNIVERSE, SAVING THE FOREST, ASTRAL BODIES, AND AN 
ANCESTRAL JOURNEY

ILLUSTRATION
RUSSELL CLARK AWARD



Make your own model

Use clay, lego or 
cardboard – or perhaps 
find materials in the 
recycling bin. 

Think about which 
planets are bigger, and 
what colour they are, 
then set them up in the 
correct order.

We see all the planets in our  
solar system in I Am the Universe.

Sun

Jupiter

Uranus

Neptune

Saturn

Mars

Earth

Mercury

Venus

The pictures in Kōwhai and the 
Giants have been made using pieces 
of paper with light behind them.

Make your own nature scene 
by cutting out the shapes 
of leaves, flowers, trees, 
characters, and stick them  
to a window. 

Or make a collage on a  
sheet of white paper so light 
shines through.



UNDERSTANDING EMOTIONS, INTRODUCING PEPEHA, A NEW ARRIVAL, TWO TANIWHA, AND A CHALLENGING JOURNEY
TE REO MĀORI

WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 
TE KURA POUNAMU AWARD



Create a Mihi 
to introduce 
yourself 
and make 
connections 
to places and 
people in your 

whānau

Te Uruuru whenua o Ngātoroirangi 
and Ngake me Whātaitai are both 
pūrākau (Māori myths and legends).
         Draw your taniwha

Does your 
whānau or 
area have its 
own story? 
How was it 
passed down 
through the 
generations? 

taniwha 
are a part 
of many 
pūrākau. 

Write and illustrate your local pūrākau.



BEST FIRST  
BOOK AWARD

MANAGING ANXIETY,  
INSPIRING OTHERS,  

SEA MONSTERS, MIDNIGHT  FEASTS, AND PROTEST



Try this again after dark like  
in The Midnight Adventures  
of Ruru and Kiwi

Imagine a crime has 
been committed in 

your town. 
Create a short 
story in comic 

format, like The 
Inkberg Enigma, 

using photographs 
or drawings of 
the evidence to 
solve the crime.

Sometimes we all need a  
quiet moment, as Hare does in 
Hare & Ruru: a Quiet Moment

Find a relaxing spot outside, close your eyes, and take ten deep belly breaths. 

What sounds can you hear? Are there any bird, animal, or insect noises?

Are the sounds different during the night time?
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